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APPENDIX 1 

This appendix further explains the points highlighted in paper: 

WHAT LANGUAGES TO INCLUDE IN CURRICULUM FOR MUSLIM CHILDREN (Pg 6-13)  

 (Revised in Nov, 15) 

Background: 

Paper recommends four languages for educators and curriculum designers to facilitate their 

students acquire maximum global out-reach with language abilities.  

Languages recommended by paper are:  

[Arabic] – [English] – ]A Local Language] – [Spanish OR French] 

Following graphic representation1 clarifies the point further: 

 

Figure 1 Languages Around the globe 

                                                           
1
 It is adopted from graphics presented by (López, 2015) 
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From the chart, we see that Chinese has the highest number of speakers. But they are all mainly 

concentrated in China with small followings in other countries. It would accordingly be considered a 

local language and can be included in proposed 4 language model as such. It can also be included in 

curriculum if required for communication with people within China for certain reasons, such as 

missionary activities, education or other purposes. Seeing this with analysis presented by Pegg 

(2012) further clarifies the argument above: 

 

Figure 2 Concentration of Mandarin Language 

Same is the case with Russian which is also concentrated in one connected geographical location.  

 

Figure 3 Concentration of Russian Language 

On the other hand, we see that our recommended languages English, Arabic, Spanish / French (in 

combination with a local language) are spread across a number of geographical locations which can 

ensure better geographical out-reach. This point is further explained by following graph (Weber, 

1999) which shows that by learning the first four languages in the chart below, one can have 

maximum global outrach. 

 

Figure 4 Language and Number of Countries they are spoken in 
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Further to this, it was already established in the paper that the English is considered to be the 

language in which message can most easily get across the globe (reference to study conducted at 

MIT). 

To strengthen this point further, following graphics (López, 2015) show the number of people 

learning English language are considerably higher than other languages.  

 

Figure 5 Language Learners across the globe 

Same figures were also presented by Noack & Gamio (2015) using graphics which make this 

comparison even clearer: 

 

Figure 5 Language Learners across the globe (Washington Post) 
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